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Lesson Objective SWBAT define culture and give examples. Students will consider how differences 

between cultures make our community better. 

Teacher’s Goal for 
Self 

Establish the expectation of respect, emphasize the importance of keeping an open 
mind. 

Language & Formulas Culture- beliefs, behaviors, activities, language shared by a group of people. Culture 
shapes people and is shaped by people, it changes overtime 
Respect- being open and accepting of differences, not judging or making others feel 
bad, treating people with kindness and fairness 
Community- the people, places, sights, sounds and smells that make up a town. 
Community connects people, it's something shared. 
Tradition- belief or behavior, activity or event that is passed down through culture 

Assumptions Students will have a basic understanding of community and neighborhoods. 
Expected Problems Some students may claim they have no culture or special place or traditions. 
Materials Venn Diagrams 

Colored Paper 
  
Warm-up: 10 min. Explain to students we are going to look at some pictures of children from around 

the world. 

Go through the photo series: Toy Stories by Gabriele Galimbert: 

goo.gl/3seH3H 
Let students ask questions during the photos  

Have students get into groups of 3 and complete the similarities and differences 

between their lives and the children in the picture they saw. 

Have groups share what they came up with. 

 

Processing the experience: 

How did you feel seeing other children from around the world? 

What surprised you?  

Introduction: 2 min.  Everyone belongs to a culture. Who knows what culture means? (define) 
Today we want to think about what culture looks and feels like and think about how 
we can respect (define) cultures that are different from our own. 

Presentation: 5 min.  Go through different parts of culture, remind students of things they came up with 
in their brainstorm: 

Style of Dress 
Language 
Games and Toys 
Celebrations 
Activities and Hobbies 
Food 
Religious Beliefs 
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Normalize how there is no right or wrong when it comes to culture. Every culture is 
different, what is normal to us might seem really different from someone else's 
culture and the opposite—you might see something really different from what 
you're used to, but that doesn't mean one way is "right" or "better" 
 

Practice: 15 min.  Encourage students to think about the traditions or things his/her family always 
does, especially around celebrating holidays, birthdays, etc. 
 
Students will now have the opportunity to write about a part of their culture/family 
traditions 
 
Encourage students to use construction paper and decorate their papers once they 
finish writing 

Review  1.  What is culture? 
2.  How can we learn about other people's culture? 

Notes: 
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