STATE Graduation Guidelines
(2021 and Beyond)
• The state’s graduation guidelines have been in
development since 2007.
• The graduation guidelines took effect with ninthgraders in fall 2017, and include a state menu of
college and career-ready demonstrations.
• The NPS Board of Education adopted the new
graduation requirements in May 2016.
• Students must demonstrate college and career
readiness in English and Math based on at least one
measure in order to graduate – all graduates must be
college and career ready.

Fundamental shifts in Colorado’s high school
graduation requirements - and local policies
and practices - are intended to ensure that all
students are prepared for success in a
globally competitive workforce.

Why do we have new graduation
requirements beginning with the Class of
2021?
• NPS is one of many districts revising its graduation
requirements to meet the statewide graduation
guidelines approved by the Colorado Board of
Education, a decision based on data showing that
Colorado students were not consistently prepared to
enter college and the workforce after graduation.
We knew we had to do better.

Our district must prepare NPS graduates for
college and career — here is why it matters:
• In Colorado, 53% of students in two-year colleges
and 20% of students in four-year colleges require
remedial courses.
• Which leads to the student incurring additional tuition
fees and an increased time to complete their degree,
increasing the potential for a student to drop out of
college.

Our district must prepare NPS graduates for
college and career — here is why it matters:
• Our new graduation requirements mirror what is
expected from college admissions standards, so
students won’t need remedial courses and will feel
confident and prepared for their futures.
• In all cases, students should work with their school
counselor to make sure they’re meeting all
requirements.

Our district must prepare NPS graduates for
college and career — here is why it matters:
• When students graduate from a NPS high school,
we want them to leave with choices, prepared to
be successful in any path they choose — whether
that’s the workforce after graduation, continued
training for specialized industry certifications or
technical degrees, entering the military or going to a
two or four year college.

Our district must prepare NPS graduates for
college and career — here is why it matters:
• In NPS, when we think about college, this can
include many different options: technical colleges
that specialize in workforce training (like The
Technical College of the Rockies - Delta), two-year
community colleges (like Community College of
Denver), and four-year universities (like Mesa State,
CU and CSU).
• In addition, our graduates can also enlist in the U.S.
military and gain training, skills and career
opportunities out of high school.

Norwood High School Graduation
Credit Requirements
26 Credits Required
Language Arts
4 credits
Foreign Language
1 credit
Social Studies
3 credits
Mathematics
3 credits
Science
3 credits
Vocational/Technical Ed
2 credits
Physical Education
2 credits
Fine Arts
1 credit
Core Subject Total
19 credits
Electives
7 credits
Total credits
26 credits

• Foreign language will be required at all four year
colleges and universities.
• Athletics may account for no more than one credit
hour of physical education credit.
• Math classes used for meeting mastery criteria will
be Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 2.
• High school elective credit will be granted for
students receiving a C or better in eighth grade
Algebra I. A student receiving this credit will still be
required to take three math course which will include
geometry and Algebra 2.

Course Sequence Required
Language Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics
and Science
• English I, English 2, English 3, English 4
• Geography or World History, American
History, Civics/Economics
• Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 2
• Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry or Physics
or Physical Science as the 3rd required
course.

Plan of Support
1. Khan Academy https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/ppt/linkingcollege-board-khan-academy-accounts-presentation.ppt
2. Friday support?
3. Classroom help
4. Practice tests twice annually (October and April)
5. Outside school work and commitment

Road Ahead
1. Postsecondary Preparation – 4year, 2 year, Technical,
Military, Workforce
2. Testing twice a year from grades 8-11 (PSAT, SAT)
3. ASVAB once during 11th grade
4. No ACT testing support, but students can still take the test
5. Admissions Standards (grades and test scores)
6. Scholarship Opportunities (grades and test scores)

There is a lot of time to
make all of this happen,
so don’t stress, just start.
Questions?

